The News article from 13/11/14, with informed notes/responces. 



Dave Smith and Paul Cobb have been locked in a dispute for more than a year over the finances of GosFest 
in Walpole Park, Gosport in 2013. 

Mr Smith sued former friend Mr Cobb for £13,817, while Mr Cobb launched a counter-claim for £27,000. 

- Mr Cobb's counter-claim was later increased to include among other things £4,500 worth of Mr Smith's debt 
owed to GS Building Services that Mr Cobb paid off. 

But after a one-day trial at Portsmouth County Court, District Judge Charles Ackroyd cut those claims down - 
with Mr Smith ordered to pay Mr Cobb more than £12,000. Mr Smith's claim was reduced to £1,382. 

- Mr Cobb's counter-claim was not reduced down; he was awarded the full £24,000. He agreed that legitimate 
expenditure by Mr Smith on the GosFest 2013 event could be deducted. 

So considering Mr Smith already had £24,000 (and wanted an additional £13,817 as well) the judge was clearly 
better with a calculator than Mr Smith as he determined his actual expenditure to be £11,582.68 (not £37,817), 
of which £9,600 was for bands and £5,400 of that was allegedly paid to none other than Mr Barry Newby. Mr 
Smith also failed to produce receipts/invoices for these bands in a year but the judge allowed it anyway. 

The court heard the pair's arguments stemmed from Mr Cobb setting up Gosport Festivals Ltd after being 
invited to help run the event by Mr Smith, 59, of St Thomas's Road in Gosport. 

- This is where Mr Smith's delusions begin, Mr Cobb was in fact asked to help with Gosport Waterfront 
Community Festival Limited's event (Gosport Waterfront Community Festival), however when 2 company 
directors resigned and the third was having trouble with the police, coupled with the fact that this company 
had debts and bad publicity from the 2012 event. After this point it was a new company, a new event and a 
new organiser - anything prior to this was rendered null-and-void. If Mr Smith didn't like any of this, why did he 
agree to work with Mr Cobb for the next 7 months? 

The judge said: 'Mr Smith began to suspect Mr Cobb was using money for the event for his own purposes. 

- Mr Smith seemed to be under the impression that Mr Cobb's company's event was some kind of charity, not 
only was he wrong about how money was being used he forgets it was nothing to do with him. 

'He feared he was taking charge of the event, which was probably inevitable.' 

- He did not take charge of an event, He was already in charge of a new event on 21/01/2013 as everything 
previous had fell apart. 

He added: 'Mr Smith was involved for altruistic reasons; the same cannot be said for Mr Cobb. 

- Altruistic, "someone that seeks no reward or payment", clearly this was not the case. Mr Cobb was running a 
business, not collecting for a charity or using public money - so how he manages his business is a private 
matter. 

'Indeed there came a time when Mr Smith made a complaint to the police but police took no action.' 

- The police took no action as they were not interested as no crime had been committed, Mr Smith reported Mr 
Cobb for running his own business how he sore fit - which is obviously Mr Cobb's privilege. Interestingly he 
never mentioned any of this to Mr Cobb at the time and continued to work with him until he had secured the 
£24,000 into his own personal bank account. 

Mr Ackroyd ruled that Barry Newby, from Yorkshire firm Dezign Audio, should be paid £7,133 by Mr Cobb's 
firm. He provided stage lighting. 

Mr Cobb's barrister Darren Bartlettt argued Mr Smith contracted Dezign but the judge said he was acting as 
Gosport Festivals Ltd's agent. 

-Mr Smith could not possibly of acted as an agent as both Mr Smith & Mr Newby stated that they formed their 
contract in 2012 - at least 6 months before Mr Cobb's company was formed. 

'Mr Newby was an innocent victim,' he said. 'He should have been paid.' 



- Mr Newby was informed all along that Mr Smith had the money that was due to him, He even invoiced Mr 
Smith until he told him to invoice Mr Cobb instead. Mr Newby also sued Mr Smith for his money, it was Smith 
that ensured it was brought into his claim against Mr Cobb. 

After the hearing Mr Smith said: 'I've been stitched up.' 

- "Found Out" is a more appropriate statement. 

He told The News he had expected Mr Cobb's counter-claim to be thrown out. 

- Mr Smith tried this several times over the past year, which prolonged this inevitable trial - clearly he did not 
want to answer what he had spent the money on, the truth finally came out it seems. 

The court heard Mr Smith's claim included £2,000 for band riders - but he could only prove he spent £60 on 
food for the band The Hoosiers. 

- Further evidence of inflated prices & how much the "Altruistic" Mr Smith put on top for himself. 

The judge said Mr Smith kept £24,000 from the bar concession. He added Mr Smith tried to recoup his losses 
from the event in 2012. 

- In a year "recouping losses" was never mentioned - "it was all spent on bands" Mr Smith maintained. 

Meanwhile, The News can today reveal Mr Cobb owes Hampshire police and a pyrotechnics firm £6,500 
from this year's festival. Bedfordshire firm Live Effects wants £2,500. 

- Hampshire police upped their charges from around £1600 to £4000, even though they reduced the amount of 
hours and were only on-site for no more than 8 hours in total. It is not disputed that the public should not pay 
to police a private event, egually if a private company pays for extra officers to be on duty - why should they be 
used to police the community? This eguates to approximately £250 per hour per officer yet the fee set-out is 
£58.48? - still, let's hope this is paid shortly as promised. 

But Mr Cobb said he aims to pay soon and he was disputing the value of the fireworks. 

- Due to weather conditions the pyro-show Sunday was cancelled, however the bill was not sufficiently reduced 
-hopefully a settlement is reached. 

In a statement he said: 'We have now drawn a line under this unpleasantness and can continue to provide a 
great annual music festival.' 

- Lets hope this is true! 



